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Meeting Minutes 
September 10, 2024
Texas Invasive Species Coordinating Committee

[bookmark: _Hlk155615471]1:30-Called to Order-Chairman Foster
Attendance Called
*Texas Department of Agriculture-Dr. Carter Page-Primary*
*Texas Parks & Wildlife-Monica McGarrity*
*Texas Forestry Service-Demian Gomez-Alternate
*AgriLife-Dr. Renchie
*Water Development Board- Dr. Mark Wentzel*
*Texas State Soil & Water Conservation Board-John Foster-Chair
Texas Animal Health Commission-Juan Alfaro for Dr. Lansford 
*Quorum Established
1. June 2024 Minutes, no comments presented, motion by Monica McGarrity to approve, second by Dr. Renchie, Motion Approved.
2. Agency Reports: 
Texas Department of Agriculture: Welcome/Thanks for attending in Austin. Policy Changes being discussed in Washington. Dr. Bhatkar and Dr. Mir will attend the next meeting to provide an update on Invasive Species’ work in the agency. 
Texas AgriLife Extension Service: EPA regulations discussed. Challenges discussed, including improving communication between agencies. German Roach resistance is a concern. Invasives are displacing indigenous and public transmission is important.
Texas Parks &Wildlife: Aquarium dumping is a concern, the hybrid peacock cyclid, the pacu in lake Meredith, discussed. Marimo Moss balls, algae imported from Ukraine. Aquatic Plant grant in the amount of $75k discussed. 
Texas Forest Service: Emerald Ash Borer, 13-14 new counties affected, Waco is southernmost area affected. 
Sources of funding discussed. 
Texas Animal Health Commission: Cattle fever tick outbreak continues, USDA report is available, Long horn tick discussed. Additional funding for an exceptional item discussed.  Jobs: need veterinarians, need epidemiologists need inspectors. Position links are on the website. Avian Flu-need epidemiologists and veterinarians. 

Texas Water Development Board: No new species, discussed funding every biennium from the legislature. 
Texas State Soil & Water Conservation Board: Carrizo Cane Eradication Program discussed. Planning phase has begun. Law enforcement driven program. Funds are expended for this year. Feral Hog Trap Loan Program came to an end and then the funds were re-upped. Contract negotiations are taking place. The program is not finalized as of the meeting date. 
3: Election of Chair and Vice/Chair via nomination/second and vote
	John Foster-2025 Chair
	Carter Page-2025 Vice Chair
4: Admin report: Friends of the Pecos request for assistance presented. 
5: Open Discussion: 
6: Next Meeting Scheduled January 7th 9:00 a.m. 
The meeting adjourned at 2:45 p.m. 
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